Introduction
Open Source Software (OSS) is a multi-faceted phenomenon which has become an issue of strategic importance for many commercial organisations. Stemming from an ideological issue, with emphasis on freedom and community values, we have recently seen a broader interest in the Open Source phenomenon amongst practitioners in many companies. A number of SMEs and large companies are currently exploring the potential of Open Source, and for some it has become core to their business and development activities.
Open Source is currently evolving and we have yet to see its full potential. In this panel, the goal is to stimulate discussion on the opportunities and risks to be considered with the wider adoption of Open Source systems and methods in the development of software systems in commercial organisations. In particular, the discussion will address the following issues:
• There are many different ways in which Open Source ideas can be adopted by companies, and influence the way in which companies do business and develop software systems. How can firms utilize OSS practices and tools?
• Open Source licensing has created a large commons of public software goods.
How can firms create sustainable business models predicated on productizing these "commodities"?
• Open Source utilizes a legal, social and technological architecture to enable a community-based peer-production process. How can firms create sustainable business models predicated on effectively leveraging this process (either through participation or emulation)? The panel will include short position statements by the panellists and a dialogue between them, followed by a discussion with the audience. Significant time will be allocated to an open discussion on the issues with the audience, and those attending are invited to raise their own concerns and share their own experiences. Nico Schellingerhout is a software team leader and responsible for the InnerSource initiative in Philips Healthcare. He is a task leader in ITEA COSI and has been involved in System Simulation and Software architectures research for over 10 years. He received his training in Computational Physics at the University of Groningen (M.Sc. 1988 , Ph.D. 1995 . His recent research interest is collaboration of distributed teams and the application of OSS practices in a corporate setting.
